	Parent Forum Meeting (Zoom)
	Date – 25.11.22
Time – 2:45pm
Location – The Zone 


	Meeting called by:	Mrs Dilks
	Type of meeting:
	Autumn Term 2 Parent Forum Meeting


Minutes
	Agenda item:
	Key Priorities in our School Improvement Plan for this year around improving attainment in Maths 
	Presenter:
	Mrs Dilks


Discussion:
Mrs Dilks shared Key Priority 1 from the SIP: To improve maths attainment outcomes so that KS2 ARE results reach at least 71% and GD national figures/ pupils are making rapid progress towards this and invited parents to discuss and make suggestions about how they feel we can support parents to support children towards these outcomes.
Conclusions:
Parents complimented the EYFS and KS1 workshops around key areas like phonics, reading and maths. There is an interest in KS2 workshops around KS2 key areas to deepen parental knowledge and understanding so they can help their children.
Points raised:
*  Explore the link to reading skills for worded problems.
* Develop parental knowledge of mathematical vocabulary to help them address language limitations with their children. 
* Offer workshops for KS2 parents and carers where expectations can be shared.
   Eg. Y4 statutory tables test, schedules for assessments, examples of assessments, how to help children prepare
* Suggest/share/promote family activities to enjoy which promote Greater Depth thinking, making links and problem
   solving.

	Agenda item:
	Key Priorities in our School Improvement Plan for this year around improving attainment in Writing
	Presenter:
	Mrs Dilks


Discussion:
Mrs Dilks shared Key Priority 1 from the SIP: To improve writingin EYFS and KS2 so that school reaches GD national figures or is making rapid progress towards this and invited parents to discuss and make suggestions about how they feel we can support parents to support children towards these outcomes.
Conclusions:
Again, there is a desire for workshops which parents can attend with/without their child where they can see how staff in school discuss and model different genres of writing. Parents seem keen to come into school now it is possible once again and to be offered chances to develop their skills to help their children.
Points raised:
* EYFS language skills have been negatively affected by Covid which has caused less social interaction. Could there be
   more Stay and Play opportunities offered where staff in school are present to model interactions and support parents 
   in ways to interact to develop their child’s language skills?
* Are pre-school milestones being achieved? Are the children school ready? Can they express their needs and emotions? 
  Can links be made with pre-schools to work in partnership to help more children be school ready?
* Can phonics workshops now be offered again? Videos shared via Seesaw were really helpful in modelling sounds and 
   strategies to parents to help them have the skills to support their children with writing.
* At KS2 parents felt they lacked opportunities to discuss and experience different types of writing and see examples.
* Could there be undiscovered SEND? How can this be diagnosed sooner?
* Lockdown prevented children from accessing school resources like physical books and quality feedback which they
   could build on.
* Are children being given enough chances to interpret texts as writers and discuss?

	Agenda item:
	Any Other Business 
	Presenter:
	Mrs Dilks


Discussion:
* Pen Licenses – what is the criteria for achieving a pen license? Is this consistent across all classes and are these criteria shared with children? When children move up from Year 3 with a pen license, do they continue with one in Year 4 or do they have to meet the criteria (or different ones) again? What happens to children who have fine motor issues and will never be able to meet the pen license criteria? Parents felt that there comes a point in KS2 where there is a real stigma around writing with a pencil and that children who cannot meet the criteria withdraw and it has a demotivating effect on them.
* Handwriting Scheme – what is it and can it be shared with parents perhaps in a parental information booklet they can refer to when writing with their children at home? 
* EYFS quite often write with whiteboard pens. Does this cause problems with their pencil grip and letter formation?
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