
 

Vocabulary EYFS 
 

Y1 
 

Y2 
 

Y3 
 

DRAWING 
 

pencil  
line  
colour in  
straight / curved 
circle+ other shape names  
portrait  
thin 
thick 
wavy 
texture 
shape 
form 
space 

sketch  
texture 
shade 
smudge 
soft 
hard 
bumpy 
smooth 
control 
media 
surface 
 

broad 
narrow 
fine 
detail 
pattern 
charcoal 
perspective 
2D 
3D 
 
 

rough 
suggest 
tone 
charcoal 
blend 
light 
shadow 
dark 
pale 
 

PAINTING 
 

brush  
paint  
water pot 
mix  
palette  
dip  
colour names (Primary- primary colours are red, yellow and blue) 
tools 
sponge 
artist 
texture 

technique  
brush size  
primary 
(Primary- primary colours are red, yellow 
and blue) 

secondary colours  
(Secondary colours are made by mixing 
two primary colours. They make orange, 
green and purple.) 

size 
scale 
observe 
colour wheel 
contrasting 
complimentary 
(Complementary colours- are opposite to 
each other on the colour wheel, so they 
create a strong contrast.) 

solid 
light 
dark 
 

acrylic  
poster 
watercolour  
artefact  
colour wash 
shades 
tones 
layers 
tertiary colours 
colour chart 
opaque 
translucent 
 

gouge 
scrape 
scumble 
abstract 
modern 
traditional 
texture 
expressive 
symbolic 
compare 
analyse 
critique 
wet on wet 
 

SCULPTURE 
 

cut  (NOT COVERED IN Y1) effects (NOT COVERED IN Y3) 



stick  
tape  
pull  
push  
on  
below  
next to  
above  
experiment 
clay 
plasticine 
dough 
explore 
roll  
knead  
sculpt(ure)  
texture  
mark making 
tools 
 

materials 
model 
observe 
imagination 
control 
products 
malleable materials 
natural 
manmade 
surface 
joining techniques 
safety 
experiment 
construct 
join 
slip  
form  
impress 
relief 
scoring 
blending 

COLLAGE 
 

fabric  
collage  
stick  
layer  
over 
under 
next to 
material 
paper 
pattern 
sort 
same 
different 
 

(NOT COVERED IN Y1) create 
variety 
images 
media 
materials 
fabric 
crepe paper 
magazines 
group 
different purposes 
colour 
texture 
fold 
crumple 
tear 
overlap 
similar 

(NOT COVERED IN Y3) 



text 
image 
photograph 

PRINTING 
 

print 
pattern 
sponge 
repeat 
technique 
space 
block printing 

hard 
soft 
rollers 
pallettes 
mono printing 
roll printing 
stencils 
repeating patterns 
motif 
resist printing 
relief 
impressed 
 

(NOT COVERED IN Y2) Linoprint 
Rubbings 
Stencils 
Sponges 
fruit/veg 
wood blocks 
press print 
lino print 
mono-print 
string 
positive 
negative 

TEXTILES 
(can be in DT) 

practise, threading, stitches, understand, join, fabric, decorate 
 

match, sort, fabric, thread, texture, 
length, size, shape, knotting, fraying, 
fringing, twisting, plaiting, cut, glue, 
stitching, beads, buttons, feathers, 
cords, colour, printing, dipping, 
crayon, texture, weaving 
 

match, sort, fabric, thread, texture, 
length, size, shape, knotting, fraying, 
fringing, twisting, plaiting, cut, glue, 
stitching, beads, buttons, feathers, cords, 
colour, printing, dipping, crayon, texture, 
weaving 
 

 

 


